
Creative Writing Seminar: The Short Story 
ENG 364: Seminar in Literature 

 
Course Description: 
ENGL 364/Seminar/01 - Short Fiction Workshop | Credits 3.00  
Students will study the craft of writing fiction by engaging in workshop activities as well as reading a 
variety of published short fiction. Over the course of the semester, students will be responsible for 
building a writer's toolbox, completing short in-class writing exercises, and composing three original 
stories. Throughout, students will be responsible for reading and responding to student writing. Finally, 
students will revise their work into a portfolio at semester's end. PRQ: RHET 102, with a grade of C or 
above, or equivalent. Meets: LNO.  
 
Required Texts: 
 
King, Stephen.  The Bazaar of Bad Dreams. New York: Scribner, 2015. 
 
King, Stephen.  On Writing; A Memoir of the Craft. New York: Pocket Books, 2000. 
 
Thomas, James, & Robert Shapard.  Flash Fiction Forward: 80 Very Short Stories.  W.W. Norton: New 
York, 2006. 
 
Course Goals and Objectives: 
 

 Become familiar with terms and strategies of literary composition/creation. 

 Develop ideas about creative writing through careful textual analysis of both published and student 
work. 

 Write texts (genre depends upon individual class focus) that demonstrate the ability to think 
independently. 

 Understand the cultural specificity of literature both read and written, and, subsequently, recognize 
the reciprocal relationship between literature and culture. 

 
 
More specifically, the goals are as follows: 
 

 To create a writing community wherein we read one-another’s stories, provide constructive 
criticism in a timely and appropriate manner, and revise accordingly 

 To read short stories until we are blue in the face.  In other words, we will read and discuss short 
stories throughout the semester as models to provide ideas in both structure and theme. 

 To create a reader and writer’s toolbox and present at semester’s end. 

 To create a portfolio of short fiction by semester’s end. 
 
 
Grading Parameters: 

 Short Short Story       10%  

 Short Story #2      10%  

 Short Story # 3      10% 

 Participation in Workshops    20%  



 Writer’s Toolbox     25%  

 Final Short Fiction Portfolio   25%  
 
Grade Calculation: 
A:  4.0  A-: 3.7  B+: 3.3 B: 3.0  B-: 2.7 
C+: 2.3 C: 2.0  C-: 1.7  D: 1  F: 0 
 
 
Final Grades: 
A: 4.0-3.7 A-: 3.69-3.5 
B+: 3.49-3.3 B: 3.0-3.29 B-: 2.7-2.99 
C+: 2.3-2.69 C: 2.0-2.29 
D: 1.0-1.99 
F: .99 and below 
 
Assignment Descriptions: 
 
1)  Short Short Story:  The first story of the semester will be a short short story (also known as flash 
fiction or sudden fiction).  The story itself should not exceed roughly 750 words.  
 
2) Short Story #2: Details will be provided in class and on an individual basis  
 
3) Short Story #3: Details will be provided in class and on an individual basis  
 
4) Participation in Workshop: You are required to participate in the writing workshops.  Not only will you 
be expected to present your work for review, but you must also engage, vocally and with written 
comments to other student’s work.   
 
5) Readers/Writer’s Toolbox: You will work on building this throughout the semester.  A detailed 
assignment sheet will be presented after class begins. 
 
6) Final Short Fiction Portfolio:  Your final project of the semester will be to collect the initial versions of 
your three stories (with my comments), as well as your Significantly Revised stories based upon 
comments from myself and your peers.  Included in your portfolio will be a Seven page analysis of your 
revision process, wherein you talk specifically about the decisions you made regarding revisions.  Each 
story should be significantly revised in some manner.   
 
Workshop Procedures: 
Stories are due at the beginning of class.  You are to bring hard copies (paper copies) for each class 
member and myself the week prior to your story being work-shopped.  The following week, we will 
workshop each story individually (you are to read and comment upon each story before the next class 
meeting – make marginal notes and notes at the end).  When the workshop has ended, each writer will 
have the copies returned, with comments.  During the workshop, writers are encouraged to speak as 
little as possible (I am not, however, imposing a “cone of silence”).   
 
Please be respectful and courteous and keep comments focused on the story.  However, these are not 
simply praise sessions: offer serious, constructive criticism geared toward helping each of us become 



better writers.  Be open to suggestions and commentary, but also remember that, in the end, these are 
your stories.   
 
Late Assignments 
 
Late stories will NOT be accepted.  With the number of students in the class and our timeline, it is 
essential that you come to class with your story on the day it is due.  The consequences are simple: you 
will fail the class if your story is late.  If you know that you will miss a class, make preparations to provide 
me with the 15 hard copies prior to the class meeting. 
 
 
The Weekly Schedule (subject to revision) 
 
Week One: 1/20  Introduction and Short Shorts 
 
Week Two: 1/27  King: 1-131 
    Selected Stories from Flash Fiction Forward & Anthology 
        
Week Three: 2/3  King: 132-200  
    “Mile 81” & “Premium Harmony” 

Due: SS#1   
 
Week Four: 2/10  King: 201-254 
    “Batman and Robin Have an Altercation” & “The Dune” 

Short Short Workshop 
    Due: SS#1 
 
Week Five:   2/17  King: 255-297 
    “Bad Little Kid” & “A Death” 

Short Short Workshop 
Due: SS#1 

 
Week Six:  2/24  “The Bone Church,” “Morality,” & “Afterlife” 

Short Story #2 Workshop 
    Due: SS#2 
 
Week Seven: 3/2  “Ur” & “Herman Wouk Is Still Alive” 

Short Story #2 Workshop 
    Due: SS#2 
 
Week Eight: 3/9  Spring Break! 
 
Week Nine: 3/16  “Under the Weather” & “Blockade Billy” 
    Short Story #2 Workshop 
    Due: SS#2 
 
Week Ten:  3/23  “Mister Yummy” & “Tommy” 

Short Story #2 Workshop 



    Due: SS#3 
 
Week Eleven: 3/30  “The Little Green God of Agony” & “That Bus is Another  

World” 
Short Story #3 Workshop 

    Due: SS#3 
 
Week Twelve: 4/6  “Obits” 
    Short Story #3 Workshop 
    Due: SS#3 
 
Week Thirteen: 4/13    “Drunken Fireworks” & “Summer Thunder” 

     Short Story #3 Workshop 
 
Week Fourteen: 4/20   TBA 
 
Week Fifteen: 4/27  Due - Portfolios 
 
Week Sixteen: 5/4  Toolbox Presentations 
 
Week Seventeen: 12/10  Final Exam – will meet at scheduled time – we will share our favorite 

selections and we will EAT. 
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